Museum Studies Graduate Admissions Rubric

Please note: The purpose of the rubric is to give comparable, relative assessment of  admissions materials; all final decisions are  reached by the faculty admissions committee via discussion and consensus and in accordance with the Indiana University Graduate School guidelines.

Criteria
20% 
Personal Statement

20%
Letters of Reference

20%
Experience in museums or relevant settings

20%
GRE Scores

20%
Undergraduate transcript/record (with rank of university considered)

Equal weight (20% each)
	
	0-4
	5-9
	10-14
	15-20

	Personal statement

	Unclear intent, poor writing quality; not relevant to IUPUI MSTD program
	Weak statement but with some goals and/or connection to IUPUI program
	Strong statement with some goals and/or connection to IUPUI program
	Excellent, compelling, and clear statement of goals, close intersection with IUPUI program; excellent writing; evidence of originality/creativity

	Letters of reference
	Poor letters with explicit and significant reservations about applicant
	Weak letters with some minor reservations about applicant
	Strong letters with clear supporting evidence
	Excellent letters with specific references to pertinent competencies, aptitudes, and experiences

	Experience in museums or relevant settings
	No experience
	1-2 limited experiences with relevance
	1-2 extensive experiences in museums or relevant settings
	Experience in multiple settings (3 or more) or extended experience in museums or relevant settings

	GRE Scores


	Total Q+V less than 900; AW less than 4 (admit only with special conditions)
	Total Q+V scores 900-1099; AW 4-4.5)
	Total Q+V scores 1100-1299 (AW 4.5+)
	Total Q+V scores 1300-1600 (AW 4.5+)

	Undergraduate transcript/record

(note – ranking of university should be weighed as well as GPA)
	GPA less than 3.0 (admit only with special conditions or note of circumstances)
	GPA 3.0-3.5
	GPA 3.5 -3.74
	GPA 3.75-4.0


� In addition to personal goals, other factors might include potential to contribute to diversity, connection to individual faculty research or teaching, or other evidence of potential to succeed in the MSTD program


� For guidelines on using GRE scores see � HYPERLINK "http://www.iupui.edu/~gradoff/docs/grescores.pdf" ��http://www.iupui.edu/~gradoff/docs/grescores.pdf�. For MSTD program, weight should be given to verbal and writing scores as indicators of success


� For ESL speakers, IUPUI  requires TOEFL scores: paper-based min. 550 score; computer-based 213 score (Upon arrival, all graduate students must take the ESL placement exam before enrolling in the first semester of courses).





